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This International Women’s Day we are discovering some of the many inspiring women of Bankside. We invite you to join us 
in uncovering the fascinating history of these four women and how they made their mark on History. Follow the map on 
the front of the card to explore this intriguing area of London and learn a little more about these amazing women. 

1859-1885 UNION STREET
Alice Ayres was an English nursemaid honoured for her bravery in rescuing the children in her care from 
a house fire. Ayres was a household assistant and nursemaid to the family of her brother-in-law and sister, 
Henry and Mary Ann Chandler. The Chandlers owned an oil and paint shop in Union Street, Southwark, then 
just south of London, and Ayres lived with the family above the shop. In 1885 fire broke out in the shop, and Ayres 
rescued three of her nieces from the burning building, before falling from a window and suffering fatal injury.

1858-1955 REDCROSS WAY
Janet Johnson lived at 39 Redcross Way. She became the first woman Guardian of the Poor in Southwark, in 1888, 
devoting her life to the condition of poor workhouse internees. She became manager of the Central London 
School for Orphans and Destitute Children at Hanwell, initiating humanitarian reforms with new ideas on 
education, clothing and diet.

1838–1912 RED CROSS GARDENS
Octavia Hill was a child of well-heeled social reformers of the day. She recognised at an early age how 
advantageous green space could be to the health, happiness and mental wellbeing of the masses crammed into 
cities by their need for economic survival. In 1886 Octavia designed Red Cross Gardens, her flag-ship project at 
the time, which demonstrated the importance of improving housing for the poor and the need for meaningful 
occupations for workers. Octavia would go on to be one of the three founding members of the National Trust.

1759–1797 DOLBEN STREET 
Mary Wollstonecraft a British writer, philosopher, and advocate of women’s rights made Bankside her home 
from 1788 - 1791. Until the late 20th century, Wollstonecraft’s life, which encompassed several unconventional 
personal relationships at the time, received more attention than her writing. Today Wollstonecraft is regarded 
as one of the founding feminist philosophers, and feminists often cite both her life and her works as important 
influences. She is also the mother of renowned author Mary Shelley, who wrote gothic novel Frankenstein. 




